4/26/71 


Dear 2atd, 

Got 7 'owr, or, that is, .jour wife's, coioiplaij'it touac'', reacLing 

it and as soon aa I did I phoned somoae on the ¥a£iiingi;ovi Past, id:ich has 
a thing about aaj' Mnd of btig£ine, who Is iatei^sted and to who® 1*11 be 
sending it with the sejse ssail as tliis. Teu m j or aaj not bear from tiKSs. 

If jou do, do or do not do Hhatover jou think serves, jour iziterest. Because 
it is a court isaper, nobodj h&zd InOii' k>v/ they got it or ieajsieti of it, and 
there is notiiing I told theja timt ooraoitted you to aaytbi33g« 

All X told them about you is ths.t you are a solid dtisea, not any Mnd 
of ‘'ant”, to the Izefit of my knovrleuge sincs-j-ely deTTctod to 3r~'v±ag tlx® interests 
ox' youi* oDiployer wizen, you mre Ms oruployse, euid prc-tectint; ixiic. 

'Si© subtleties a deligiit, iiy hat is off to soneoae* 

You Iiave said. aotMng further about the book. I have to go to SYS 
early izsst week* If 1 can get to see sOi;.«one I tixizxk can be interested, 
soiiieone to whoa I made casual nantion. of tid-s in the past (and gotten 
casual aspresMon of interest). I’ll raise the question again, this tlae 
aentioaiag the suit. I ftope to have tMt copy of the coaplaint back by then. 

If I do, I’ll t ke it ixlOiig, I haJfx a strange ziotion a bit ^xore could be said 
that tliereia isi But I think it can be a bit .provDcat-ive, 

I wish I tiiought tlxore were sock chance of my getting theis sorietirie soxn, 
I’d like to imozf more about xfhet you say oi’ can say, dor I thlnl*: it can be a 
vaixzable literary property. Azad the poopis I have in mind ttec big onou^, 
wealthy aizd capable enougli, to make ao.>u©thdjig of it, in all diffloaMons, OJhey 
are entirsly nozi-political in their iJublisMng and if they have any politics, 
it ia not reflected in their publishing. It is not izi any sense a "liberal'’ 
outfit, fhey publish by what they conceive to be praper, cOEiisercial 
publishing 3t.cndard2, and that" runs xsrstty much the entire politicM spaotruia, 
when thoro ar' politioal contents rr considerationB, To the degra<.-; any big 
outfit is tuxafraid, they are* 

•joiaebody Is going tc: have to be out of Ms rind to let your case .gs to 
trial, 

A little eastern -atvezition to jazur here-tinreported suit M(^t proiaote a 
’'r.\e interest in yoxzr book. If tho Post doesn’t go for it, when I set the 
csmpiaiixt oack, iiiere are oidisr things I can try». 

ii&aawhile, if I exay offer some unsolicited advioe, if you are proceeding 
oiz your own with the book, stay awaj?' from the ri/^it^^Jing publishexrs escept as 
a last resort. Often the least valuable part of a literary property is the 
initial Ixardback api^earancs* fry for a package, which ia xfhat I have in nand, 
'Thi.c means tliat the compa^ that lias the ultimate pa]^rback rights, if you 
deal with tham, work on the Ixardback piblioher to really do somethiog xiith it, 
otherwise their reprint slglits have lass value and more ocst (as in advertising). 
As I believe I told you, I think tMs could also Imve movie interest, aiKi I icnow 
sssooae tlisre, too. 


Good luckl 


Hurriedly, 


